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CELEBRATING

Santa Cruz Valley Unified
School District Superintendent

David Verdugo!

e are thrilled to recognize Superintendent David Verdugo for an extraordinary achievement: being named
both the AZALAS Superintendent of the Year and the ASA State Superintendent of the Year—making him
the first Arizona superintendent ever to receive both honors in the same year!

This remarkable recognition reflects Superintendent Verdugo’s unwavering dedication, visionary leadership, and
tireless commitment to students, staff, and the broader community. His leadership inspires excellence, fosters equity,

and strengthens the connections that make our schools a place where every student can thrive.

Please join us in congratulating Superintendent Verdugo on this historic milestone—an achievement that not only
honors his outstanding work but also shines a bright spotlight on Arizona education!
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SANTA CRUZ VALLEY PRESS RELEASE

Unified School District No. 35 ~ November5, 2025
' Educate Everyone Every Day

Superintendent David Verdugo Named Arizona
Association of Latino Administrators and
Superintendents (AZALAS) Superintendent of the Year

Rio Rico, Arizona — FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Arizona Association of Latino Administrators and Superintendents (AZALAS) has
named Santa Cruz Valley Unified School District No. 35 Superintendent David Verdugo as
the 2025 Superintendent of the Year, recognizing his visionary leadership, dedication to
equity, and transformative impact on education in southern Arizona.

Mr. Verdugo has led Santa Cruz Valley Unified School District (SCV35) for more than a

decade, guiding a district where more than 90% of students are Latino. Throughout his
tenure, he has championed a mission of community collaboration, academic innovation,
and student-centered learning.

Under Mr. Verdugo’s leadership, SCV35 has undergone a remarkable transformation -

modernizing facilities, expanding opportunities for students, and redefining instructional
practices to better support every learner. Through successful bond and override initiatives
totaling more than $25 million, the district has constructed a state-of-the-art Performing
Arts Center, a modern Aquatic Center, upgraded athletic and academic facilities, and
created welcoming community spaces that serve as the heart of Rio Rico.

“Our schools are more than classrooms - they’re gathering places for families and

symbols of what is possible when a community works together,” said Mr. Verdugo. “This
award reflects the hard work of our teachers, staff, students, and families who believe in
the power of education to change lives.”

Superintendent Verdugo has also led SCV35’s transition to a Personalized

Competency-Based Learning model, moving away from traditional grading to a

Media Contact: Audra Bilow * abilow@scv35.org* (520) 375-8292
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SANTA CRUZ VALLEY PRESS RELEASE

Unified School District No. 35 ~ November 5, 2025
Educate Everyone Every Day

Standards-Based Learning and Reporting system that allows students to learn at their own
pace with targeted support. This shift has made instruction more equitable and inclusive -
especially for Latino students who have historically been underrepresented in advanced
academic programs.

A lifelong educator, Mr. Verdugo began his career as a physical education teacher and
coach before becoming a principal and, ultimately, superintendent. His leadership has
earned both state and national recognition, including being named Arizona School
Administrators Superintendent of the Year (2018-2019) and National Association of
Secondary School Principals Middle School Principal of the Year (2012).

Under his direction, SCV35 has received national honors such as College Board’s AP
District of the Year and Cambridge District of the Year, recognizing the district’s
commitment to academic rigor and opportunity. He also serves on several influential

boards, including WestEd, the Arizona Interscholastic Association Executive Board, and
the AZALAS Executive Board.

“David Verdugo’s leadership is deeply rooted in service, integrity, and opportunity,” said
Dagoberto Lopez, Rio Rico High School Principal and Mr. Verdugo’s nominator for the
award. “He’s not only transformed our schools but also inspired countless educators,
parents, and students to believe in their potential.”

Superintendent Verdugo’s lasting legacy is one of empowerment - creating pathways for

students and staff alike to grow, lead, and succeed. “Our goal has always been simple,” he
said. “To make SCV35 the best district in the state of Arizona. Every decision we make
starts with what’s best for our students.”

Media Contact: Audra Bilow * abilow@scv35.org* (520) 375-8292
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