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Heroes:‌
Acknowledging 
the Contributions 
of Our Generous
Sponsors

We are deeply grateful for the dedication and support of our sponsors and are excited to continue 
evolving together. These partnerships play a crucial role in helping to create meaningful learning 

experiences. As we anticipate another successful year, we look forward to strengthening these 
collaborations and new opportunities in our journey ahead.
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The January edition of the AZALAS newsletter is all about celebrating our amazing sponsors—the
champions who stand with us in advancing excellence and equity in education. As U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Sonia Sotomayor reminds us, “Until we get equality in education, we won’t have an equal
society.” Through their generosity, partnership, and belief in our mission, AZALAS is able to
collaborate with educators across Arizona, expand opportunities, and boldly address the equity
challenges facing Latino students and school district staff. We are incredibly grateful for their continued
support and proud to recognize the organizations that help make our impact possible. With sincere
appreciation and a big AZALAS thank you, we invite you to take a moment to learn more about the
sponsors who help move our mission forward every day.

Dr. Marvene Lobato
Executive Director, AZALAS
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International Alliance Group (IAG) partners with school districts across the U.S. to place highly
qualified international teachers through J1 and H1-B visa programs. Our turnkey solutions include
recruitment, visa processing, relocation assistance, certification support, and ongoing coaching to
ensure a seamless transition and long-term success in the classroom.

Valley Schools was created in 1986 by school districts through an intergovernmental
agreement as a non-profit organization to allow school districts to jointly purchase
insurance and pool insurance risks. 

The Valley Schools Management Group (VSMG) is a non-profit entity which provides
professional management of insurance pools and trusts.

VALLEY SCHOOLS MANAGEMENT GROUP

Signature Sponsor

McGraw Hill partners with educators and learners to provide high-quality, trusted content developed
with world-class authors. We increase student success through equity and inclusion and deliver
innovative technology with flexible tools and adaptive platforms for all educators and learners.

MCGRAW HILL

Our commitment for your district is to focus on the food we serve your students each and every day.
Our student-based programs are designed to create a fresh, new buzz, which will boost participation
through enhanced menu diversity, the implementation of quality, great-tasting foods, a customized
marketing scheme, promoting health and nutrition and improving community involvement. SFE will
revitalize your program by implementing an onsite support team for your district to ensure food
quality, improved taste, menu presentation, visual appeal, and to implement ongoing training and
development of your cafeteria personnel.

encore Sponsors

SOUTHWEST FOODSERVICE EXCELLENCE

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE GROUP
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American InterContinental University (AIU) provides students with the opportunity to 
pursue an education from an accredited university with the flexibility of attending online or 
on-campus. At AIU, we understand the demands and challenges students face on a daily basis.
That’s why we offer support along the way. Our degree programs are designed so students can
learn in ways that fit a busy lifestyle, with 24/7 access to classes online or through our mobile
app. We also connect each student with a Graduation Team – a group of four advisors – to turn
to anytime during their educational journey. AIU offers 45 online undergraduate and graduate
degree programs and specializations in areas such as business, information technology (IT),
healthcare management, criminal justice and education. 

AMERICAN INTERCONTINENTAL UNIVERSITY

The Arizona School Boards Association Insurance Trust or ASBAIT was established in 1981
by the Arizona School Board Association. Its formation was in response to Arizona school
administrators’ desire to obtain comprehensive health benefits at reasonable costs. Meeting the
needs of employees and their dependents is at the core of ASBAIT’s philosophy. These factors
differentiate ASBAIT plans from commercial employee benefit programs making it the number
one choice with Arizona schools.

1GPA is a non-profit national governmental purchasing cooperative which allows public
agencies to take advantage of existing contracts to purchase the goods and services they need
from local and national vendors. 1GPA’s pooled purchasing power means public and private
schools, cities, counties and state agencies, as well as colleges, universities and Native American
communities can save actual budget dollars on our contracts utilizing best business practices. 
All of our contracts are competitively bid and awarded in compliance with state statutes,
procurement laws and regulations.

1 GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT ALLIANCE

diamond Sponsors

A pioneer in K-12 education since 2000, Amplify is leading the way in next-generation
curriculum and assessment. Our captivating core and supplemental programs in ELA, math, and
science engage all students in rigorous learning and inspire them to think deeply, creatively, and
for themselves. Our formative assessment products turn data into practical instructional support
to help students at every skill level build a strong foundation in early reading and math. Our
programs provide teachers with powerful tools that help them understand and respond to the
needs of all their students. Today, Amplify serves four million students in all 50 states.

ASBAIT

BlueCross BlueShield of Arizona is committed to creating meaningful partnerships with the
Arizona K-12 community to enhance community engagement, broaden career opportunities for
educators, and foster wellness and academic success. Working with BlueCross BlueShield may
help your district lower health care costs, safeguard public resources, educate teachers and staff
to make informed health care decisions and lead healthier lives. 

BlueCross BlueShield of Arizona
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Founded in 1969, Curriculum Associates, LLC designs research-based, teacher-acclaimed
products, including i-Ready, Ready, and Ready Classroom Mathematics that provide teachers
and administrators with flexible resources that deliver meaningful assessments and data-driven,
differentiated instruction for children. The company's products and outstanding customer
service provide teachers and administrators with the resources necessary for teaching diverse
student populations and fostering learning for all students. 

Chasse Building Team was formed to provide extraordinary construction experiences for our
Clients. It is our clear intention to form intimate relationships with our Clients, Designers,
Subcontractors and fellow teammates. Our secret is to make the building process fun for 
you so we can enjoy the building journey too!

CHASSE BUILDING TEAM

Through experiential training, expert coaching, a character-based curriculum for students, and
personalized support, Capturing Kids' Hearts® equips professionals in K-12 education to
implement transformational processes focused on social-emotional wellbeing, relationship-
driven campus culture, and student connectedness. All of our contracts are competitively bid 
and awarded in compliance with state statutes, procurement laws and regulations.

CAPTURING KIDS’ HEARTS

Established in 1937, CORE is a national construction firm built on a foundation of trust. Our
team is united under the desire to serve our communities through the construction of great
schools, universities, and public safety facilities.

CURRICULUM ASSOCIATES, I-READY

Whether your objective is to boost test scores, raise graduation rates, implement personalized
learning, or improve college and career readiness, a partnership with Edmentum means access
to a team of education technology professionals committed to making sure your investment
enhances student achievement.

Edmentum

CORE

ESS is the leading personnel and management solution for districts. Join over 900 districts
nationwide who are maximizing resources and elevating student achievement with ESS.

ESS
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H&B Builders is a General Contractor in the greater Phoenix area primarily serving K-
12, Higher Education, Municipalities, LIHTC (Low-Income Housing Tax Credit), senior
housing and market rate multi-family.

Our past projects include both new construction and repairs/restorations. Occupied and
fully operational job sites are never a problem. And we can also plan, manage, and build
multi-phase jobs.

Grad Solutions empowers students who are 16-21 years of age and reside in Arizona, to
customize an educational program, create their own schedule, and work anytime from
anywhere, to achieve a goal of earning a high school diploma. We provide a personalized
learning plan and a mentor to guide students down the path to graduation.

Grace Design Studios began more than four decades ago with two Arizona State
University graduates eager to take on the architectural field with new and innovative
design solutions. Along with the philosophies that “a project can only be as good as the
information gathered,” and “behind every well-designed building is an architect who took
the time to thoroughly understand the client’s needs,” Herman Orcutt and Paul Winslow
began building client-focused design teams that could offer personal service during each
stage of the architectural process.

GRACE DESIGN STUDIOS

GRAD SOLUTIONS

H&B BUILDERS

Hellas Construction is the largest vertically-integrated sports construction contractor in the
United States, specializing in the general construction of sports facilities and sports surfaces.
Hellas champions innovative synthetic turf manufacturing, base construction, field, track
and tennis planning, along with installation and maintenance.

HELLAS CONSTRUCTION

Aligning our products under one brand, united by our shared mission to ignite learning
breakthroughs, is an important step that will allow us to continue our work with
educators and families to build new products and features that will propel each student’s
growth.

IMAGINE LEARNING
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Pueblo Mechanical & Controls is Arizona’s largest full-spectrum HVAC, Plumbing,
Mechanical and Controls contractor performing work since 2001. Pueblo specializes in
providing quality service and installation for school districts, higher education, cities,
towns, municipalities, and private entities.

Progressive Roofing is a family owned roofing contractor that has been offering high
quality services since 1978. Our headquarters are located in Phoenix, AZ and we have 12
regional offices throughout the United States. Whether it is maintenance or replacement
of your existing roof, waterproofing weather barriers, or the design and installation of
new applications, Progressive Roofing is prepared to meet and exceed your expectations.

When the issues are complex, the schedule tight and the risk substantial, you need to know
only one thing–how to get it right. For nearly 150 years, McCarthy has been America’s
choice for succeeding with the toughest construction challenges. And building certainty,
above all else.

MCCARTHY

PROGRESSIVE ROOFING

PUEBLO

Sibme improves the way educators learn at work. We help teams build cultures of
continuous improvement.
 
Sibme’s Learning Engagement Platform powers professional development through
virtual- and hybrid-coaching, peer-to-peer collaboration, cohort-based professional
learning communities, and micro-credentials. Sibme is designed by teachers. Educators
trust us to encourage critical conversations about real teaching and learning, using real
tools, with real people from anywhere at any time.

SIBME

SSC Services for Education and Chartwells K12 provide the highest quality services for
school communities across the country. Backed by our parent company, Compass Group,
SSC and Chartwells have a wealth of experience and resources to ensure your district’s
facilities and foodservice operations are innovative and designed to meet your exact goals.

SSC SERVICES FOR EDUCATION AND CHARTWELLS K12
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As a leader in the commercial mechanical industry and construction community, 
Veregy devotes its management resources to insure the safest, highest quality, on-time construction services
possible. Through determination of management and teamwork with all concerned parties, we will strive to
achieve the highest level of perfection, exceeding all expectations.

GenTechEDU is the ultimate STEM solution for K-12 schools, providing everything
from expert STEM instructors to cutting-edge curriculum and equipment. Our programs
bring real-world tech skills into the classroom, preparing students for the future
workforce. By filling critical gaps in education and solving teacher shortages, we make
advanced STEM learning accessible, engaging, and impactful for every student.

GenTechEDU

Through 150 professionals in 29 offices in 22 states, Stifel’s Public Finance professionals
specialize in helping state and local government agencies raise capital to build and
maintain essential infrastructure in the communities they serve. From some of the nation’s
largest public states, cities, and counties to rural school districts and small towns and
nearly everything in between, our municipal banking and underwriting groups work with
public agencies to develop and implement financing strategies that allow them to operate
and optimize the important work they do.

STIFEL, NICOLAUS & COMPANY INC.

VEREGY

Founded in 1949, GCU is Arizona’s private university. This prestigious Christian
university is regionally accredited and offers online and campus-based BA’s, MA’s and
doctoral programs.

Grand Canyon Education

IXL provides a standards-aligned immersive learning experience for all subjects, K-12.
Come learn how IXL’s carefully crafted content and direct instruction supports students
as they build the foundational skills needed for success. With IXL Analytics, teachers
have insights to help them drive gains in student performance and on high-stakes
assessments.

IXL

Platinum Sponsors
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United Healthcare

When it comes to your health, everything matters. At UnitedHealthcare, we’re focused on offering
solutions and support designed for all the moments that matter, big and small. Get the answers you need
and access to quality care that’s focused on helping you live healthier at every step.



School districts around the country are using simulations to enhance and change
professional development. Learn more about simulations and how your district can use
them to change the conversation and PD delivery.

ParentSquare is the leading provider of modern family and community engagement
solutions for K-12 schools. Millions of educators and families in 49 states rely on the
multipurpose unified platform that includes mass notifications, classroom
communications, school websites, and other communication-based services, all supported
by visual dashboards. ParentSquare's technology platform features comprehensive
integrations with school administrative systems, translation to more than 100 languages,
and app, email, text, voice, and web portal access for equitable communication. 

PARENTSQUARE

SCHOOLSIMS

Learn from anywhere with ACU’s online degree programs. Through fully online
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral programs, you’ll engage in collaborative learning and
class conversations to advance your skills and knowledge and develop a clear vision for
your future. You’ll bring your own hopes and dreams—and learn alongside peers and
professors who will help you advance in your career.

Abilene Christian University

Step By Step Consultancy is a teacher recruiting agency. We work in collaboration with
school districts to recruit qualified and passionate international teachers to fill the gap of
high teacher turnover or teacher shortage. We place teachers in schools who will stay for
at least six years to create stability and growth. We work assiduously to find the best fit
for each school. Step By Step Consultancy will be recruiting teachers on J1 Visa in
January for the new school year! 

STEP BY STEP CONSULTANCY

gold Sponsors

American Reading Company creates structured literacy solutions, in English & Spanish,
in service of our mission to ensure that every child in America is reading and writing on
or above grade level.

American reading company
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Since 2008, Cesar Graphics has proudly served the Laveen, South Mountain, and greater
Phoenix community with a passion for print, design, and creativity. We’re not just a print
shop we’re your one-stop shop for all things visual. From high-quality printing and bold
signage to custom promo items, screen printing, embroidery, vehicle wraps, and graphic
design we handle it all under one roof with care, precision, and pride.

Every project we take on is powered by a dedicated team that truly cares about the work
we do and the clients we serve. From our talented designers to our sharp production
crew, we bring experience, creativity, and attention to detail to every job, no matter the
size.

Cesar Graphics

FranklinCovey Education is one of the world’s most prominent and trusted providers of
educational leadership development, school culture, and change management. Our
comprehensive solutions help schools address common challenges such as academic
achievement, educator wellness and efficacy, family engagement, leadership
development, and college, career and life readiness.

franklinCovey Education

GH2 Architects, LLC began its pursuit of design excellence in 1973. Today, it is an 
award-winning architecture and design firm passionate about delivering transformative
designs through exceptional client service. Its Valley offices are located on Scottsdale Road
in Scottsdale, with a national team of dedicated professionals that provide in-house
architecture, interior design and landscape architecture services and several special services
such as bond planning, master planning and cost estimating on behalf of our diverse client
base. Its design expertise comes from thousands of projects across more than 15 different
industry types, and it has specialty practices in hospitality, equine, and historic preservation
architecture, recognized internationally for their distinction.

GH2 Architects
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Cognia

Cognia is a forward-thinking nonprofit organization. We are a global network of
enthusiastic educators here to help you strengthen your schools. Our holistic approach to
continuous improvement encompasses accreditation and certification, assessment,
professional learning, and customized improvement services. Like you, we want all
students to have the opportunities that knowledge brings. From our beginnings as a
school accreditor to becoming a nonprofit global leader in education improvement,
Cognia is committed to creating a lasting impact in education.

https://www.cognia.org/who-we-are/
https://www.cognia.org/framework-for-success/
https://www.cognia.org/framework-for-success/


Graduation Alliance develops highly effective solutions in order to help students who
can’t or won’t attend school get back on track to graduation. Partnering with school
districts, Graduation Alliance provides a technology-enabled dropout recovery program
with robust human support to high school-aged youth who left school without a diploma.
Students engage online at the time and place that works best for them while remaining
enrolled in the school district. The program includes multi-modal outreach and
enrollment support, graduation plan development, curriculum taught by state-certified
teachers, and 360-degree support services, including proactive academic interventions,
local advocacy to address life barriers, and 24/7 virtual tutoring services.

Graduation alliance

Lexia®, a Cambium Learning® Group brand, is transforming literacy education, driving
change in 1 of every 3 school districts across the United States. For more than 40 years, 
Lexia has been a thought leader in literacy education, delivering award-winning, research-
based solutions grounded in the science of reading. With a full spectrum of offerings,
including professional learning, curriculum, and embedded assessment tools, Lexia provides
educators with structured literacy solutions that are proven effective and designed to drive
meaningful literacy outcomes. By empowering educators with unparalleled ease of use and 
the knowledge and tools they need, Lexia helps more students unlock their potential to read,
write, and speak with confidence. 

lexia

Packback exists to support students in developing their unique voices and the confidence
and writing skills to express themselves. Through the power of our proprietary instructional
AI platform developed over the past 10 years in higher education, we provide a digital
writing coach for every student and grading assistant for every teacher. Based on
educational pedagogy, our platform develops students' intrinsic motivation by placing
students at the center of their writing process as they complete assignments across the
curriculum. Packback expands the capacity of teachers to elevate their expectations of all
students and assign writing more frequently by giving students the high quality, consistent,
timely feedback required to accelerate their skills.

packback
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As a global leader in assessment, reading, and math solutions for pre-K-12 schools and
districts, Renaissance is committed to providing educators with insights and resources to
accelerate growth and help all students build a strong foundation for success. Renaissance
solutions reach more than 40 percent of US schools and more than half a million students
in other regions across the world. Our portfolio includes solutions for assessment (Star
Assessments, Star Phonics, myIGDIs for Preschool, FastBridge, DnA, and SchoolCity);
practice (Accelerated Reader, myON, Freckle, and Lalilo); data-driven insights
(eduCLIMBER and Schoolzilla); and teacher-facilitated instructional delivery (Nearpod).

At Really Great Reading, we ignite literacy success through the Science of Reading.
Our proven, research-backed solutions cover the full spectrum of foundational reading
skills—from oral language and vocabulary to phonics and fluency. Our programs spark
student growth, build confident readers, and empower educators to make a lasting
impact. For over 20 years, we've revolutionized foundational literacy by equipping
teachers with easy-to-implement tools that deliver measurable outcomes. Designed for
real classrooms, our solutions blend teacher-centered instruction with tech-powered
tools to deliver equity-driven academic success. 

really great reading

Renaissance

Currently serving 65,000 students in over 1,000 schools across the country, Right At School
brings exceptional and affordable out of school time enrichment programs to students,
parents, and our district partners. We’ll help you save time and reduce stress by letting us
fully manage your program; reinforce positive values among students; help them feel
empowered; improve their social skills; increase their commitment to learning; help them
understand boundaries and expectations, and have a positive impact on their identities.

right at school

Experience: We have earned our stellar reputation by leading, never following. Economic
fluctuations don’t dictate our path— our commitment, innovations, and consistently
impeccable work do. SBR is in it for the long haul, here for you today so you can count on
us tomorrow.
 
Satisfaction: We thrive on challenging projects. No matter how specific or unique our
clients’ needs are, SBR’s dedicated team of professionals meet and surpass expectations
time after time. 

skyline
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SPS+ Architects has provided innovative educational design for Arizona schools since 1960. Some
iconic projects include ASU’s Manzanita Hall and NAU’s Walk-up Skydome. Our most recent
breakthrough was with West-MEC’s Northwest Campus where we were able to make the concept of
Academic Collisions ™ come to life! This new innovative learning process brings students, staff, and
industry professionals from a diverse set of industries together to develop cross-pollination of disciplines
fostering collaborative innovation in the process.
 
While our innovative design solutions have extended nationally and beyond, our primary focus as a firm
has always been on our work here in Arizona. In particular, we have made a point to reach out to
Arizona’s under-served, minority, and rural populations. In many cases, we have developed long-term
relationships with these clients spanning decades and multiple projects. This longevity is a direct result
of our focus on customer service and delivering a quality product that meets and exceeds client
expectations.

In the work thinkLaw is leading across 21 states to create a world where critical thinking is no longer
a luxury good, I realized I need to be clearer about why we are so convinced that we can close The
Critical Thinking Gap. This gap is far from insurmountable because this is a gap in expectations, not
in potential. The truth is that students from low income backgrounds, students who are linguistically
diverse, and students from minority populations are often endowed with enormous critical thinking
potential. Some call this “street smart,” but I reject that categorization. “Street smart” is just smart.
The failure to translate the practical set of problem-solving strategies we associate with being “street
smart” to whatever academically amounts to “book smart” is an adult issue, not a child one.

SPS+ Architects

thinklaw

Zen Educate is a social enterprise offering a modern solution to substitute teacher and
paraprofessional staffing. We provide a tech-enabled, cost-effective approach to address
staffing challenges like low fill rates and poor candidate quality.

Zen educate

silver Sponsors
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Summit K12 offers engaging, standards-based online programs to support English learners in
reading, writing, listening and speaking thus helping close achievement gaps and ensure growth.

summit k12

At the core of an integrated design firm are collaborative, interdisciplinary teams
composed of all project lifecycle stakeholders. These teams champion true
collaboration, open information sharing, shared risk and reward, value-based decision
making, and proficient use of technology to elevate design. The outcome is sustainable
design of a high performance building for a sustainable future.

DLR Group



Based in Phoenix, Arizona since 1989, RYTAN Construction has provided high quality
construction contracting to Arizona’s public and private sector, including commercial,
multi-family, education, transportation, recreation, and infrastructure projects. RYTAN
Construction truly serves the public with a culture of community engagement and fiscal
responsibility with over $300 million in education projects alone.

rytan construction

As an early pioneer in the shade industry, Shade ‘N Net has raised the standards of
excellence and paved the way for innovative design and technology. Keeping safety,
quality, and reliability at the forefront of our company mission has earned Shade ‘N
Net the trust and loyalty of its growing customer base.

Shade ‘n net

Sunland Asphalt employees are the foundation of our success, providing knowledge, talent
and passion that continue to propel our growth. Each of our projects represents our leading
technology, superior products and exceptional employees.
 
Thirty percent (30%) of Sunland Asphalt is owned by our employees via an Employee Stock
Ownership Plan (ESOP). This provides employees with a vested interest in Sunland’s
success. An employee ownership culture, such as ours, means employees are accountable,
responsible and take pride in their work.

Sunland asphalt

Wholesale Floors, LLC (WF) delivers full-service flooring solutions for institutional
and corporate clients. We design and install carpet, resilient, wood, and ceramic
flooring for hospitals, schools, office buildings, resorts, stadiums and airports and
have extensive experience working with city, state, and federal government agencies.
Rated tenth in the nation by Floor Covering Weekly, we built a reputation for
excellence, responsiveness and innovation and have become the number one
commercial flooring company in Arizona. We are a preferred distributor for leading
flooring brands with 31 years of solid customer and contractor relationships to
ensure the most cost-effective and appropriate solutions for your needs.

wholesale floors
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